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Should We Feel Guilty?  

 

    In our Sunday School Class we were discussing poverty in 

developing countries.  The statement was made that their poverty 

was the fault of their government, not our country, and we should 

not feel guilty about their poverty.  That statement triggered a 

strong response in me, and I continued to think about it as I went to Honduras this last time.  

    Poverty is in fact a complicated issue, and I am not sure who is to blame.  I have no clue how to go about 

changing the government, the corruption, or the mindset of a poverty stricken  country.  However, I do 

know that it is not the fault of the children that they do not have enough food to eat or access to medical 

care or educational opportunities.  

    I, also know there are things that can be done to help the children in La Mosquitia, Honduras.  For 

example, so far this year the House of Hope has provided food, shelter, medical attention, and loving  

care to over 50 children.  We had 50 children attend the School of Hope, and one student is in the US  

on an educational visa.  Approximately 200 malnourished babies received milk each month, and their 

families received the Kids Against Hunger rice casserole.  (Thatôs over 2,400 children).  Transportation 

out of La Mosquitia to one of the larger cities was provided for 43 children needing medical treatment.  

Three children were brought to the US for more extensive treatment.  Twenty -seven short term volunteer 

groups and seven long term volunteers touched the lives of the children of Puerto Lempira.  Six dental 

professionals worked in the dental clinic helping the people with their dental needs.  Send Hope was also 

instrumental in getting Honduras Habitat for Humanity over to Puerto Lempira to build houses, and we 

have assisted in building fourteen houses so far.  I was there in November for the ribbon cutting on a 

Habitat home.  

     We would like to thank everyone who 

participated in these projects.  This could 

not have been done without the prayers, 

financial gifts and physical help of many 

people who saw these project through.  

    So, should we feel guilty about the poverty in developing countries?  I do not 

think we should feel guilty about causing their poverty, but we should feel guilty if 

we are not doing what Jesus said to do for the least of these.  ñWhy do you call me 

óLord, Lord,ô and not do what I say?ò (Luke 6:46) 

Send Hope  
Winter 2011  

    Habitat ribbon cutting 
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The Lord Works in Mysterious Ways  
 

 I think that I first heard the phrase ñthe Lord works in mysterious waysò on the 

ñAmos and Andy Showò.  I mentioned this show to the employees in my office and got a lot 

of blank stares.  Sometimes I forget how old I am.  

 The ñAmos and Andy Showò was a sitcom in the early days of television.  The main 

characters were Andy (Andrew H. Brown), who had a little money and Amos (the Kingfish), 

who was always scheming to get some of his friendôs money.  Sometimes to explain one of 

his unrealistic schemes, the Kingfish would tell Andy, ñthe Lord works in mysterious ways.ò 

 I see how the Lord works in mysterious ways sometimes 

in Honduras.  A volunteer will go to the House of Hope to help 

the children and it is the volunteerôs life that gets changed.  For 

example, a college student went with our church group to  

Honduras for two weeks one summer.  She fell in love with the 

children.  The next year she spent all of her summer vacation 

there and then all of her Christmas break.  Upon her graduation 

from college in May, she moved to Puerto Lempira to raise children.  She feels God is calling 

her to eventually raise 12 children.  

 Another young lady from my church spent two 

weeks at the House of Hope.  She returned each summer 

and spent one semester of college there.  She has since 

married and she and her husband are in Puerto Lempira at 

the House of Hope to volunteer for one year.   

 A young man graduated from college and wanted to 

do ñsomething meaningfulò before he entered the work 

world.  He spent a year working with the children at the House of Hope, and is now an  

advocate for children for CASA in Austin, Texas.  Still another college graduate spent eight 

months in Honduras and is now a youth minister.  

 A high school student went with our group one summer before we had the home for 

children.  He spent several days painting the 40ô metal container that we used as a dental 

clinic.  After one long day of painting he had as much paint on himself as he had on the  

container.  I had not heard from him in a while, but he recently sent a sizable donation to 

Send Hope.  In a note he said that until he went to Honduras he had never heard of the  

concept of tithing.  Now that he is working he wants to start tithing.  

 Yes, Amos was right; the Lord does work in mysterious ways.  He changes lives.  

 Now that I stop and think about it, thatôs what happened to me.  



 

720 E. Main, Suite B 
Allen, TX 75002 

972-499-1660 
214-383-0667 Fax 

www.send-hope.org 
SendHope2011@gmail.com 

2012 Project Plans  
 

  As many of you know, I am now officially retired from practicing dentistry in the US.  I sold my practice in February 2011  

and worked a day or two a week until the end of August.  I hope to spend longer periods of time in Honduras now that I  
have the time to do so.  
 

     Next year we would like to send three students (Thelma, Lene, and Choco) to Copan, Honduras to a private school to  

continue their education.  We are looking for a sponsor for Thelma at this time.   The cost is $150 per month.  Perhaps  
your Sunday school class is looking for a way to contribute, or maybe you are being called to help.  
 

    We just finished closing in half of the garage at the guest house to create a learning center.  One of our present long term  

volunteers is a teacher, and we have another teacher who be coming on a long term basis.  We would like to get at least 5 
laptop computers and educational software to help teach the children.  One program that has been recommended will allow 

older students who are still in elementary grades, to work at their own pace and complete school faster.  
 

     If this is something you would like to help with please let us know!  
 

What Lies Beneath  
 

    Have you ever been part of a project that you became so familiar with that you simply assume that everyone is as familiar 
with it as you are?  It hit me the other day that I am guilty of that in regards to Send Hope and the House of Hope.  
 

      I was reading a Facebook post by a volunteer who lives in Puerto Lempira with her 

family and helps at the House of Hope.  In her writings she talked about a  
malnourished baby and a child needing medical treatment.  At the end of her post she 

said she was thankful for the House of Hope and the help that the children were receiv-
ing. 
 

    Iôm sorry to say that I sometimes take for granted the support that Send Hope 

receives from so many people.  The children that she mentioned could not have been 
helped without the countless number of people who give their time, money, donations 

and prayers. 
 

    Most of you probably do not realize just how much good you are doing.  You have 
not seen the tiny babies struggling to stay alive because of poor nutrition.  Some of  

you who have been to the House of Hope have seen some of the birth defects that  

can occur with the children, but we only see a few of them.  We do not always see the  
children after they have had their surgeries or see how their lives are changed afterwards.  
 

    Suffice it to say that you are saving the lives of many children and changing the lives of many other children.  Keep up  

the good work!  
     

Medical Travel  
 

    When I first started working south of our border, I noticed a big difference in the availability of medical treatment.  If ou r 
children need medical treatment, they get it.  In countries south of us, the children often times do not receive needed medic al 

attention.  This is doubly true for children born in La Mosquitia where our House of Hope is located.  The average parent the re 
cannot pay the $250 per ticket needed to fly their child out to the other part of Honduras for medical treatment.  Many of th e 

children have died and many have endured physical disabilities that could have been corrected. 
 

    In the past we have worked with a Rotary Matching Grant to pay the travel expenses for children needing treatment.   
However, the grant money has been used, and we have not been able to find another grant.  Send Hope has been providing 

$1500 a month for medical travel.  
 

    Pediatric orthopedic surgeons, and eye surgery teams come to the western side of Honduras, and we pay the expenses to 
send the children to receive treatment.  This summer there was an accident in which a boy tried to jump on the Send Hope 

vehicle while one of our volunteers was driving it.  He fell off and hit his head on the ground and was unconscious for awhil e.  
We sent him to San Pedro Sula for an MRI in which bleeding was discovered and surgery was required.  He has  

returned to Puerto Lempira and is recovering.  This accident cost $1000 of the monthly $1500 transportation budget.  We did 

send the other children but had to borrow from the House of Hope funds.  
 

    If you would like to help with the travel funds, it would be much appreciated.  
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Is Education Really the Answer?  
 

    How many of us believe that education is the answer to making permanent changes in developing  

countries?  The House of Hope was build on this premise. 
 
 

    The first child (Walter) that we brought from the Miskito Coast of Honduras to the US for medical  
treatment had a badly infected thigh bone.  The doctors fused his thigh (femur) to his hip.  When he  

returned to Honduras he could not do the kind of physical labor that is required to support himself and  

a family.  When my wife and I checked on Walterôs progress in school, we found he was not passing all  
of his classes.  Because there was no one to supervise him, he was spending too much time in town  

visiting with friends and not enough time doing homework.  The House of Hope was built so children  
like Walter could be brought up in a Christian environment and encouraged to get an education.  
     

    Recently I read a book that quoted a former US President who said, ña hobo will steal a box car, but 

an educated hobo will steal the whole train.ò  I think the author of the book was saying there is more to 
change than education. 
 

    I recently read the book Bruchko, by Bruce Olson.  At age 19 he traveled to Columbia to work with a 

group of Indians who were killing people who ventured into their area.  They lived in large mud houses; 
but each family had no concern for the family next to them.  If one family killed an animal and had too 

much to eat, they would throw it away rather than giving it to the family next to them who may be  
starving.  Olsen helped the Indians make many changes such as introducing them to medicine and 

education.  However, he found that real change did not take place until he introduced them to Jesus.  

When the people started trying to follow Christ, they had concern and love for each other.  
 

    I do not believe we can make real changes in the lives of the children in the House of Hope unless we 

introduce them to Jesus Christ.  Of course we are making an effort to do this, probably more than a lot of 

us did with our own children.  We have a church service and Sunday school each Sunday at the House of 
Hope.  Before meals the children sing, and pray and they are required to memorize Bible verses. 
 

    So I think that we are wrong to think education by itself is the answer to making permanent changes.  

I believe we need to try and become more like what Jesus taught; and if I expect the children at the 
House of Hope to do that, then I need to do a better job myself.  

 
 

 

    Some facts from the book ñThe Hole in Our Gospelò  
By Robert Stearns, the president of World vision  

 

 Each day 26,500 children die from preventable causes.  This is the equivalent of 100 jetliners 

 crashing each day*  

 

            In 2002 the top 10 wealthiest countries were 75 times wealthier than the 10 poorest countries.  
 

 In 2007 only 4% of all the donations in the US went to international needs.  
 

 The founder of World Vision often prayed, ñLet my heart be broken by the things that breaks 

 the heart of Godò 
 

 If you think you are not rich, go to the website www.globalrichlist.com to see where you rank on 

 a global scale of wealth -  A real eye-opener! 

 
 

Please make note of our new address, phone numbers  
 and email shown below  
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The Container Arrives  

By Katrina Engle  

 

 

    Katrina sent an update when the container arrived in April.  ñI have noticed a steady increase in the 
childrenôs weight with the rice casserole, and then the gains will stop when we run out.  The contents  

of the container were unloaded at three a.m.  At six a.m. we had families whose children are in the 

feeding program, waiting at the gate for the rice casserole.  How did they know it had come in on the 
container???  One family with a great old grandmother very, very skinny, thread bare clothing, and no 

shoes, kept patting my arm and thanking me for feeding her grandchildren.  
 

    Later that afternoon when I returned home, I was dropped off right in front of the big yellow store in 

front of my yard.  Lo and behold the whole family was walking by with the box of rice casserole from 
Kids Against Hunger.   When she turned to wave it said ñSend Hopeò; it really blessed me after a hard 

dayôs work.  I am glad the beans are coming (they were held up in customs) as we will bag beans up to 
give to the malnourished children as well, once we save enough back for the home.  I also plan on giv-

ing some to the prison since they came and cleaned the lot next door for us.  Everyone is in high spirits 
with lots of boxes to open.ò   

       The Effects of Malnutrition  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Tom: 

 

   I emailed her to tell her that I found her words encouraging.  I only see one end of a shipment:  
the sorting and packing of boxes and then loading the container here in Allen.  I do not get to see  

the other end:  the excitement of the people unloading and distributing the donated items.   
 

    Thanks to all who have donated items, made contributions, and prayed for the children at the  
House of Hope.  Without you this mission could not carry on. You are making a difference.  

Family receiving formula for the 

babies and Kids Against Hunger 

rice casserole for the family 

Both boys are the same age.   

The one on the left has been fed  

at the House of Hope since birth.   
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UPCOMING GROUP TRIPS 

2012 
 

 

Dec 29ñJan 4 Auburn College  

Dec 28ñJan 3 FUMC Allen  

Dec 28ñDec 31 R.O.O.M.  

Dec 31ñJan 6 UMC Alabama  

Jan 6 -Jan 15 U N. TX Habitat  

Jan 15-Feb14 Dakotas Medical  

March 9 ñ17 Florida Medical  

May 9ñ13 U of New Orleans  

June 8ñ16 Prosper, TX UMC  

July 19 -Aug 3 Mabank UMC 

TBD- FUMC Allen 

NEEDS: 
 

CLOTH DIAPERS 

DIAPER PINS  

CHILDRENS UNDERWEAR  

DEODORANT 

KOTEX 

SOAP 

SHAMPOO 

BRAS- ALL SIZES  

SOCKS 

BACKPACKS 

PEANUT BUTTER 

JELLY 

PLASTIC DISHES/

GLASSES/CUPS 

TABLEWEAR 

KITCHEN ITEMS  

LAPTOP COMPUTERS 

As we approach the end of 

another year, we would like to 

thank all of our contributors 

and volunteers who have done 

so much for the children of 

Honduras. 
 

Remember to search the web, 

use www.goodsearch.com or 

shop through Good Shop 
through Good Search for 

purchasing items from many 

companies.  We get a donation 

for every search and purchase!  

Just select Send Hope Allen, 

Texas as the charity.  
 

Also, look us up on Facebook 

under Causes and become a Fan!  

I would like to thank the Allen 

FUMC youth who took on this 

project to help get our name 

out to more and more people!  

Our website www.send-hope.org 

now has several videos about 

our work in Honduras.  

 
 

 

I hope that everyone has a 

Merry Christmas and a Joyous 

New Year, as we remember  

The Reason for the Season!  

~Tom Brian 


